NOVEMBER

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY:

With the original force in the ambush base established by B
Troop 1/9 Cav Sqdn insufficient to withstand the r epeated assaults by
the aroused N-V-A battalion, it became necessary to effect an immediate
reinforcement. Shortly before midnight the rifle company standing by at
DUC CO, A 1/8 Cav,was alerted for committment into the ambush site. Since
the landing zone could handle only five ships at a time, it was decided
to minforce by platoon. The first platoon was on the ground at 0040 hours,
followed by the remainder of the company in platoon lifts, closing by
0245 hours. It was the first time that a perimeter under heavy fire had
beenrelieved at night by heliborne forces., It was also the first time
the Aerial Rocket Artillery was employed at night and in very close support
(50 meters) of friendly positions. (Inclosure 10)

By dawn the attacks by the enemy had slackened and incoming fire had
diminished to occasional sniping from surrounding trees. At first light
the remainder of the 1/8 Cav began moving into the L-Z and the 1/8 Cav
assumed control of the position. Cav Squadron elements were extracted
on outgoing 1ift ships. (Inclosure 11)

The 1/8 Cav conducted search and destroy screens in the vicinity
of the L-=Z until late afternoon, and then was lifted back to STADIUM
to secure the brigade base. B 2/19 Arty was lifted to an L-Z at YA
841091 to support the 1/8 Cav, and was lifted from there to a position
vicinity of ZA173100.

For the 2/8 Cav, the day started routinely enough. B company began
movement toward Objective AMY (ZA040048), closing at 0950 hours. At 0800
C 2/8 was airlifted east to an L-Z vicinity of ZAC92092 to secure a
position for B/2/19 Arty and closed that area at 0855 hours. At 1130
hours Recon platoon was conduc ting search and destroy operatiomns out of
CAVALAIR when it made contact with an estimated two companies of North
Vietnamese in the vicinity of ZA978050. Two platoons of A company were
committed to the fight at 1210 hours and continued pressure on the enemy.
Artillery and tactical air was called in and, after taking punishing
blows, the N.V-A force broke contact, leaving 12 captives and 4r,KIA on the
battlefield. A large number of enemy dead were carried away. Two
platoons of C company were recalled to relieve the A company elements,
which closed back into CAVALAIR for the night. B 2/19 Arty, meanwhile,
was directed from the 2/8 location and sent further east.

At 0800 2/12 Cav began a sweep operation in Area POP with B and C
companies moving by foot and with A company airlifted to an L-Z at ZA
131030. B company made contact with a sizeable force of enemy soldiers
at ZA0B7066. The company, supporied by artillery fire, maneuvered to
overcome the enemy by 1500 hours, The company uncovered a large arms cache
(ZA086065) and buried 7 N-V-A soldiers.

Working in Area SNAP, the 1/12 Cav remained in position until the
afternoon. A company began a search and destroy operation toward Object-
ive ARKANSAS (ZA131158). At 1625 hours C company commenced a search and
clear operation from ZA060152 %o ZA048137. B company began movement at
1700 hours and closed for the night a¢ ZA082152., Battalion CP and D
company remained at ZAQ77214.



2, TASK ORGANIZATION:

1ST BRIGADE DIVISION
No Change No Change Except Add:

6/14 Arty (+) (Prov)
3/18 Arty (=) (Prov)
3., INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

After failing to overrun US positions on the south bank of the
IA DRANG, the 8th Battalion, 66th Regiment, broke off the attack and
pulled its dead and wounded back from the site of the engagement. The
apparent discovery by Cavalry forces of a new NoV-A infiltration unit
would cause the FIELD FRONT to re-evaluate its tactical position and
begin looking for ways to counteract the continued pressure.

An immediate action was to order the 33d Regiment out of ite
base at Hill 732, which it had hardly reached, and onto the eastern slopes
of CHU PONG in the wvicinity of YA922010 with its battalions (when they
closed) to take up positions from Hill 732, down through ANTA Village
(940010) to the north bank of the IA MEUR (980000).

The fragmented bits and pieces of the regiment were still making
their way in a generally westward direction, clinging to stream bveds,
utilizing all available concealment to avoid detection by the ever-present
Cavalry helicopters. There still was one unit reasonably intact--==the
battalion that had acted as rear guard. Starting later and moving more
slowly than the rest, it was still east of main Cavalry positions.

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS:

FRIENDLY LOSSES ENEMY LOSSES
KIA 10 KIA - 39(BC) 55(Est)
WIA 34 WIA - 47 (EBst)
MIA 0 YCC - 21
EQUIP - 2 night Light
devices
4 recoilless rifle
sights

4 mortar sights

WPNS = 15 rifles
2x82mm mortars
3x75mm recoilless
rifles

4xAR (Chicom)
1xlight machine:. gun
1 flare pistol

AMMO - 100, 000:reiznds
7.-62 ammo destroyed in
place

20,000 rounds T7.62 ammo
evac

63x82mm mortar rounds
45x81 mortar rounds
44xT75mm RR rounds

19 hand grenades
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