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As 1968 began, the 2nd Battalion, 5i.. 3 Jevalry continued corbat, operations
in the vicinty of the Bong Son coastal plain., The area was lerge and nresorntad
the battalion with quickly changing tactical situarions, but thious: m:nﬁihnus
operations and full utilization ifthe air mobility concept, the enemy ilwest in
the AO was greatly reduced. The companies conducted routine search and cienr
operations, mine sweep securtty and base’ defense miseions in various locations.
During the month of January and the first half of February, they experiencoi
very light and brief ‘contact. The enemy had dwlndled in force from fortifbeu o
regiments to small, ill eQuiped poorly motivated bands wandering‘about in
search of survival. A few enemy SOldlBrB were killed and several gave themse;vev
up to the skytroopers.

But the days of operating in the Bong Son area were coming to a cloee,_"
planswere being made for the 2/5 to mave north. On the 16th and17th of Februar;
the battalion meved within 21 kilometera of thh demiliteriezed zone as they
joined division minus at Cemp Evans, a bareen and vulnerable outpost located
on highway 1. The 2/5 assumed base defense.

Ordinarily, a security m1581on such es this is considered to be good duty
by the infantrymen, a time forrest in a relatively safe fortified perimeter.
The ememy in the Camp Evans area, however, had mortar and rocket capebilities
and enough men to attempt ground attacks, day or night. Compounding an already
unfavorable_situation was the weather, so poor that resupply by air was nearly

impossible, and the enemy interdiction of the oply overland supply route, QL~1,

with trenches and antivehbcular mines. As a consequence, the infantrmen on the '

Camp Evang perimeter had to carry out their mission with rationed emmunitionj
little or no trip flares and claymore mines, and very 1ittle illumination from-
artillery and organic mortars.

LTC Love, the battaliog_oommander, was personally responsible for the

security of Camp Evnag security not only from ground penetration, but also from
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mortar snd rocket attack. He gave two of the battalion s four ri ie companies

_the mission of perimeter defense._ During the day these men ron Tocal, y,,iuJ

at night they manned greenline: bunkers} The remaining rifle corpanies conducted

Al

€ clLose

exhsustive.search and clear operations through thefvilleges which war
enough to Camp Evans to put the base within enemy ordnance._ In addition to the
destruction of any weapons found on the sweeps, these two companies had the

responsibility of providing road securtty for two bridges, several daily mine
N

éweeps, and the Camp Evans water point. Additionally they conducted extensz
night ambushes.

Tﬁe enemy forces in the proiimity of Camp Evans consisted of fortified

companies and battalion of'NVA"main~force VC units, and VC guerillas masquer~

ading aas bone fide local villages. Despite the defeats they had suffered —

_during the first two weeks of Tet, the enemy soldiers' morals appeared- to be hish,

‘:dfthe battalion's first kill on th 1?th confirmed that they were well equiped

andasupplied. It was monsoon season/in. the I Corps, and the r&in w0rkedto the

disadvantage .of the U.S. troops W1;h the grounding of aircraft, flooding of

roads, and general discomfort, The/egeg; reveled in the freedom of movement

LAt v

and concealment They were able to move about for either tactical or logis

ioal reasons, undetected.,

The first blow struck i the 2/5's effort to choke off this enemy traffic

a8 mede by Company B whil the

onducted a cordon snd seerch_pgeration
P (0‘/‘/2 Z YD H23s5
'-ong Hen Distriet. The village itself

8 lepssthsn one mile from

o
f/ ‘Lf-

Yans. The enemy had placed command detonated’ o ‘

1n5%*elong the trail that led to the. village, and when Compady B's point

lement was into the kill zone, the enemy kioked off an ambush by detonating

e mines and engaging the infsntrymen with small arms and machine gun fire.
mpany | B reacted immediately, returning fire with their own small arms and
:chine guns and 90mm rec01less rifles, while the commander,

CPT Robert Carroll
c
.lled for punshdp support, - .

q
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Having suffered only one canualty, Compeny B moved nn ;ine against their ambushers
but the‘enemy broke contact, taking their dead and wounded with them. Alilough
CPT Carroll led his men across the rice paddy in quick pursuit, the ency
sdldiers escaped across the nearby My Chonh river. The supporiig sunships
reconned the far side of the My Chonh by fire; but by then the ambushers had
disappeared into the bush., It was later discovered that these particular anl.-
diers had maintained a command post in Pho Trach and had bern given the as- :
sigmnent to harass Camp Evens at night. A search of the area revealed several. vq f//g é& '
emall storage points for rice, supplies, and small arms ammunition. Two days -
later Charlie Company found a cache df mortar ammunition in-the same area,
The security mission at Camp Evans was peaceful andonly lasteed eleven o
days, which only three mortaf rounds fell inside the installation. On 28 February
the battdliqn was relieved of their duties at Camp Evans and were placed under
the'operationallcontrol of the 2nd Brigade 101st Airborne Division and given a
rew missioti, Seven miles northeast of Camp Evans was an area that was to be '
risited and revisited by the men of the 2/5, a series of little hamlets along | ;
:he banks of the My Chonh river, completely surroundedby graveyards and vast,
'pen, rice paddies. The My Chonh was unfordable as it snaked through the little
ommunities, but had several narrow passable foot bridges crossing ti whiie ths
beda on both sides of the river were built up and choked with hedgerows and
ootpgtha. Rising well above the trees was the steeple of a stately old
athedral, giving the area the aura of plus tranquilityir Intelligence‘reports
dicated, however, that the inhabitants of the neighboring villages were mem-
irs of 8 regimental sized NVA unit who were using the sleepy little hamlets

) théir sanctuary; The Cavalyymen of the 2/5 soon found out that the intel-

4 SECH Y (e

.gence' reports were correct. ‘The cOngregation~of the towering cathedral

nsisted of a regimental commander, his staff, anda large security force, There

s an -ammo dump in the basemsnt, machine gumners in the vestibule, and foward
ga2verg in thebelIry
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CPT Pratt of Company A and GPT Carroll of Company B were given the mlseion to
clear the area of the interlopere. Thus began the long saga of Churchvil_n

Armed with recoiless rifles and mortars the tww companlee arrived in inc
Churchville area on the 28th and established their foward observation bascs(FOB)
IN AN OLD VIETNAMESE graveyard, covered with traditional burial moundls and grave-
stones., - Thie island, in a sea of rice paddiee, was about 800 meters from the
woodline boundry of Churchville. Immediately following the evening meal, tuo
B~40 rockets were firedi into the perimeter from the tree line but were duds and
landed without exploding. The harmless outcome did nothing to ameliorate the
Caval;ymen's feelings about the intent of the rounds, end'tbeir answer was a
section of aerial rocket artillery expended on the suspected launch site. The
enemy in Churchville had begun to get a taste of what battling with teh 2/5 would
be like., |

Qn the 29th both companies went into the area which the rockets had been
fired from and immediately began uncoverlng large cachee of weapons and equiped
ment. That afternoon both had contact with snipers and whet was lately described
by CPf Carroll as a "reinforced NVA company! Several enemy soldiere were killed
thit day ..and several were detained for cla351fication. Most »' however, eseaped
into tunnels or ran into the church Companies A and B were close behind.
| On Mareh 1, Captains Pratt and Carroll combined their forces and made an on

line assualt against the village in which the church was located, Tacticai air

strikes had been called in the previous day to soften up the area, and consequent-.

1y inltlal entry into the area was effeoted without problem, Once inside the

treeline, hqgever, it became immedietely obvious that the enefmy were etill there,

Both pompanies made repeated contact with enemw enipers, includlng one 70 year:
o}d women' who continued to fire here AK 47 assualt rifle until she was selzed

oy membere of Company B's 1/3 element who had surrounded her bunker, Contact,

zontinued for the next three days.

e
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(Wﬁl the m.orning of March 4, both compr.miea combet assualted into jphe vicin-
ity Qf the church with the pidn of estnblishing a cordon around the rema&n:ng
.onemy force; ‘The previoug night sbma .one thousand rounds of artillery hed hoon
fired into the area, but ﬁone'thé less the Cavalrymen began to recieve firc al-

mqqt as soon as they touched down. Snipers were eferywhere and it took cimash

| tbo_hoﬁrs to manuver the various Infantry units into place, effectinz ihe corduni

e AL

A company was to sweep the village from the south while B company was Lo sove in
from the east, Ditectly behind the church was a large open rice paddy occupied

by the companieds two heavy weapons platoons, and to the north was the My Ct.onlb:

- river, its bridges had been knocked out by the gunships earlier in the morniny

which completed the cordon. As the two companies pressed toward the church, %4hua
met continous but receding sniper fire. Miraculously enough, niether compaug

took any casualtics, and the snipers wre silenced by superior volumes of fire

.‘and skillful manuvering.,

By 1400, Company' B's 1/6 element was 100 meters away and still moving.
The platoon occupied a small open field, surroundedby trees and as they moved

) across it toward the church its occupants command detonated mines as the cath-

+-edral céme alive with small arms and automatic weapons fire which forced the

'-Gavairymen to take the nearest p0551ble cover, a small rice paddy duct to their

'renr., CPT Carroll knew that if he moved his platoon either in an assu&lt of a
ﬁactical_qqtrogade, he would sustain heavy camualties or would lose the chance;
'éjld;rgqtrfire at the church, or perhaps both, He ordered his men to holq their
pgsi@iang.as he called for ARA suppbrt, For twenty minutes the forefight ragéd
N bétieen tﬁe enemy behind the brick morﬁa; walls of the church and its sure
rﬂmding bunk rglg, and the 2/5 troopers behind t,h.a.;;z? meager protection, 6 foot
thgh dike, Even though the cavalrymen were pinfed down y they vere nattliing the

enemy's firé with their own, constantly exposing themgelves to aiﬁ,theiﬁ ﬁﬁ&ﬁhw

qa OF t.o obtain a bet.tez‘ fordng poait.i;om& sIn ‘thes. tmeuntimq {JP'I* Hﬁ%"'m R UV
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L‘ﬂjﬁhe enauing half hour, B company 8 1/6 platoon Buffered twelve casualtics. //////

and theirrline several lnrge gaps in i£ Additionally they were subjechted tn

the nightmare of crossfire. - Two enemy soldier&rwre in the troes to the Lol ol

B ,‘.u‘_‘_‘ s ‘ ‘-_‘,_‘ .' -

' the beleaguered platoons flank placing effective AK=-47 fire on them. Tho oRdD
was'souhell concealed in the leaves that effective fore could not be placed on

them until one sharp. trooper epotted them and killed them both with his M9

L

auncher._ Hith the croeefired elimated the situation had welil impro-
edy,

but”?hewreal turning of the tide came ahortly after, announced by the unchz-

tekeble drone of the huey cobra, an ARA ship accompanied by a UH=1 slick conver-

.' t,__g i nto’ ARA capabilitiee. AN | |
' iﬂa-ThB employment Of gunships was straight foward. They expended directly inho
the church and Burrounding bunkerssatting off severul secondary explosticnsinto
the church nnd surrounding bunkera. After the first run, the enemy fire had sub-
sieei au{f}cient%y for the converted UH-1 and cobra to land and take out nost of
ﬁ%e woundedf_ After three more rune of the cobra, only a lifeless gutted ‘shell
of the church was left and the emancipated Calwery troopers were able to with-

i draw, leeving a body count ofover thirty enemy dead.

During the next. few daye both,cOmpnniee moved back into the ccntact arca to

maining were narried off and buried. In ‘their hasty retreat the ememy 1eft b@r
hind eeVeral caches of ammunition, and weapons, and other equipment. The 2/5 |
Cavalrymencyould wonk in Churchville many times again, ag their pert of efforﬁ :

ot keep the ares clear of enemy anldiers 'But-they had done their job well,

a°
}

|

} .
probe the church and destroy any.caches. Several bodies were found: but thc rent f R
|

|

'*&@niact in Churchville would neVer again approach the intensity experienced SRR
theee firat deye of Marchp o ' '

kr?ﬁdniinaK“SHd B‘eﬁayed;inﬁﬁﬁurchville for severel mbre aays, sueéﬁing

' the villee along the My Chonh, but they had negutive ccntact und negative find-

¥ .
sl e -.“v.; rJ'?'I“. "-\‘pf-"'-?"-“‘i":

inga. On the 7th or Mnrch Company B was moved to 12 Jane, the ne\zly eat.am,shed

’\‘?rhi- . Ln:ﬁ rx.‘

qbnttalion landing zone, io assune buse defense reeponeibilities while COmpenleB .

un-\"f“* .

':Ciand*Dgnere mOVed in tho join A company in 6 continued search miabion. The

_'»'L-‘ "W’ Elaaas '1 SMA LA
!

r Mmoo meeg u-, \'rv“’ e owa - .

__,_L‘J-Lj....nmnmq_ wlonasAd An_t+tha_anamel nJmmlﬂmn].vu hoaving ikan_aunv +Hhea: f‘ni-fonnh Sy




e a AN A AN g

ey . »

C nnd | ware liftod in to join Co. 4 in a continucd search mission. The emphaiie
uaa pluoed on the cnemy !'s food SUpply, having taken. away his fortressn 1n. Catre
alrymen were now attempting to starve him out of the crea entirely. TIhirrling
this time all threc companies of the 2/5 had light contact and  the infuriod.
'enemy rotnliatod for their los -es by mortaring FOB's, sniping at patvols i
employing a remarkable diversity of booby traps, Although the kill rati: woo
five to one in favor of the Cavalrynen, the 2/5 los sevofol fing mem, wota by,

aGmir. (oS :

CPT James Estep, G companx 8 commander who was seriously wounked, =nd A ¢g oy

N

lost thair first sergeant Robert Lawson,'who was killod. Despite their cuo~
ualties, tho troppers of ‘the 2/5 . 80. successfully interdicted the encmy!s wipuly
lines that he virtually oisappoared‘from area,

The month of March had given the enemy & vivid and stinging picuurs of t.oo

2/52 "March, tou, was o good month for the battalion commander, LTC Love, Havins

been promoted to Coloncl and having recieved orders for a new unit, Col Love
on the 218t ‘of March, handedthe 2/5 colors to the new b;.t.t.-lion commander,

& senior aviator from Teaneck N,J., LIC Arthur Leary Jr. Hith a new commander

and A new mission the 2/5 closed the book on Jeb Stuart I.

On 3rd April, the 2/5 left LZ Junepand moved farther north to join the div-
ision in the liberation of the Marines at Khe Sanh operution Pegosus. The bat~
talion raar was movedto LZ Stud, set deep in the Annimite mountains, and the fow-
ard coomand post overlooked the battle sight itself the fortified Marine out-
post Khe Sanh. The lightniog airmoblle taotios of the 1/5, and the other re-
main}ng battulions of the Cuv, and the romainlng units whioh made up the multi

aervtoe task force under the oporational control of the Cay, were once again

up launch the dlvisicn into public eyeas they routed the once comrortablo and

1?av;ly fprtified enemy wh#ph surrounded the Marines.

For seventy seven days the Marincs had sufferod coostant harrassment form
1HQMﬂ n;tilleny; rockets, and nortarsw Thé NVA troops were estimated at 7000
troug, and the1r ineredible network of bruck routes kept then well suppliod.
he enemy sitnation




.. the massive bnrrage which preceeded the asuLﬂJt had elected to break &l »
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jTho onemy situation waslsoiluxdfious that they were able to sneer at the lenth-~

ernecka over a c0mmercial*type ra&iostation later found By the 2/5's A oo,

They wexe, perhaps, the best eqd&péd 901diers the NVA had in South Vietunn. and

‘jthéir commander, General Giap, made a public sébtemehﬁ thatlo: Conh wenld le

Dien Biqn Phu of the sixty s, and nothing could stop them. Unndndfwld of Gone

6ral Giup & empty bravado, on 7 April all four ‘6f “the 2/5 line comprile:

~;combut assualted into the ‘area.

The landing zone was preparedfor the mass assualt with theusends of b W,

"und hugervolumaa of urtillery fire, and ‘high explosive rockets frcm Caw chinprosi,
- The L2's'vere ‘all green and ‘the 2/5 troopers: were swarming into the junglo ba-

-neath - the canopy which had for so long hidden Lhe enemy, his supply routos, ond

his' ammo dumps. The ememy, except for those bf his commades who had died undoer

- .l.!a

rather than staying and making contact with ‘the 2/5. . If thoir haste they :hari-

-doned’ huge caches of weapons, ammuﬁltions, clothing, rations, and cermuuicotio:

equipment, - As the" Cavalrymen pressed on toward Khe Senh the caches becena richer

'and r*cuer. Itwas socn obviousthzt the enemy's ability to harrass the Marines

at Khe Sqnh was greatly reduced. .

Nithout taking a single hostile casualty, the 2/5 carried out +heir.pha59

':of the rescuc mission with such speed and professionalism that the bettalion

wes aingled out for open praise by the Division Commander, Major General Tolson,

'On th 15th fipril, Company B walkedacross the Marine perimeter at ihe.Khe Sanh
camp and the next day wes joined by the battalion cormand post. The sicge was

‘over? the enemy eas gone, the Dien Bien Phu of the 1960's never matbrialized

Instead of a curshing vectory over the imerican forces, the enemy recieve 1042

“NVA killed, 557 individual weapons captured, and 206 crew served weapons cap-

tured.
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The enemy situation was soﬁluxdf#ous that they were zble to sneer at the lentn- g
ernecks over a commercial-type raﬂiostation later fouﬂa by the 2/5's A wowprsz.
Thé& were, perhaps, the best éqdipedAsoldiers‘fﬁé NVA had in Scutl Vieitvan. oo
théir commander, General Giap, hmade a publi€ statement thatiu: Garh wonld le
Dien Bien Phu of the sixtf’s, aﬁd nothing could stop them., Umairdiil
éral Giep's empty bravado, on-7 April all four of the 2/5 line comperiic.
combat assualted into the'a;ea.
The landing zone was preparedfor the mass assualt with thcuszicico of .:ho
~and huge volumes of artillery fire, end high explosive rockets frcwi Can chopia. i,
The LZ's were all green and the 2/5 troopers were swarming into the Jungla o
‘neath the canopy whiéh had for so long hiddeﬂ éhe enery, his svprly reuio:, oo
his emmo dumps. The cmemy, except for those of his commades who had &t i
the maséive'ﬁarrage'which preceeded the assvalt, had elected to break aud +un
rather than staying and making contact with the 2/5. . If their haste they 7w
-doned hﬁge'cuches of weapons, ammupitions, clothing, rations, and ccmmuuiic:t!on
equipment. As the Cavalrymen pressed on towsrd Khe Scnh the caches becreun 1ichos
and ricuer., Itwas socn obviousth:t the enemy's ability to harrass the Marines
at Khe Saﬁh was greatly reduced.
Without taking a single hostile casualty, the 2/5 carried out their phase
of the rescue mission with such speed and professionalism that the beitelion
wes singled out for open praise by the Division Commander, Major General Tolsons
O n th 15th /April, Company B wulkedacross the Marine perimeter at the Khe Sanh
~camp and the next day was joined by the battalion cormand post. The sicge was
over, the enemy eas gone, the Dien Bien Phu of the 1960's never matcrialized.

Instead of a curshing vectory over the imerican forces, the enemy recieve 1042

~NVA killed, 557 individual weapons captured, and 206 crew served wezpons cap-

tured.
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Tha drama of Khe banh was over,. but a. huge and tedious cleanup opexaticn rems.

aino@.' Hhilo other unitsnoveu to the A Shau Volley,_jhe 2/5 wes givon the ale-

sion of policing the Khe bang-battlefiold. The C P, moved L0 Lode Snep oo, Siie

teen miles Bbuth east of Khe Sanh, end the companies began mithodinal sonpvd

and dlear misoions in the locel area. A few of the encmy T ﬂﬂl{j et Lhooe U
light contact almost daily until the first week-in May. The t;ocpuru A ALY
 continuéd.£o find enemy caches us, viriuallﬁ glone in the desolativy of th fue
'nimite;ooontains, they ferreted out the last of the NBA end thizr cuoplimg. Mren
thoughrthoy wore'ﬁituallg tho only infantrymen in the erea, il ffﬂ mafnboged e
Cav's image of swift, thorough , and efficient professiOEal goldiering.
On the 7th of May, the battalion moved once ngain, and ita command oot

~and: rear det_chment were located ot the US Merine instellzticn at Doog He. /o
WWL.CO ? .
part of a 2nd>Brigade taok forcé op bﬁ éﬁe Eﬁﬁfggrf%gﬁf%sszﬁor ﬁ%» Zf5

_began opcrations in this area with the mission of interdicting and eventucl:ir

and entirely halting the NVA infiltraticn sauth from the D¥Z oniy & miioa’uwuyr
. hifter a brief stand down'in the rear area, LIC Leary was tc heve the compamias
assune a defensive postures duning the day and conduct extensive cnbusies

.,féxlhight; The terrain was flat and sandy, and the company FOB's were situated

) in.sevoral sparce tree lincswhich bordered large frobidding stretches of uninter-

upted wasteland. The considerations behind the tactics were nct caly the blis—r

/ tcring daytime heat which the enemy avoided by moving at night, but alqo the fact
f; thnt the onemy bad potent @rtillury end heavy weapons capavility, and could fora
tﬁeir 130mm guns end 155mm mortars from concealed locations-on the northorn side
oﬂsthe DMZ. This capability for placing effective ordinance on the Cavslrymen wa
Vs greatly reduced during the hours of visibiljy | |
The night ambushing proved tho be a moat effective tact&og Sevefal portions

of an NVA unit, o'tronsportation battalion, corrying rice- and munitions were

'.complotely obliterated‘by-Company D, commanded byt{?T Joe Carpenter.k Company

» also Had much success, contact 4 or 5 times in one night was comman.




, '.ééaﬁﬁ§ 12th, howeyer, the enemy dealt a at*ng;ng blow tp’t&ééhéB:l Firﬁt ﬁté}/
!latQQH, nggﬂngﬁ.had sptgut op a lggal s@ggripgagutrol that maninsg aroind

hgig-?ﬂ@, They were stﬁgk&gg §9 thq ‘tree ;ipegqand at 1030 wmudo 01 soh with

n egtimated platoon of epomy Bn}pgyg in tha grggs. Immed*atelj Cpb Carluu]

addled up enothor platoen epd set out to reinforde his elewdht in dﬁn’mch T
ave bime, he led his plateon acrogs the trecherqus open area; ﬂé}'dra the¥ day - ,
a8 gpgp, the. eneny hed triggered their subtle t;ag end engaged: bﬁé ‘would bg a
2eeuers vith already plotted artillery and morter fire. Gpt. Carroll and three
thers vere killed, and 44 Oavalrymen vere wounded, At the end of the day how=
ver 30 ooy geldiersvere killed in retuliation of the remainder of Comy?hies
aad €y and the rocket and tube artillery which spon ansuored the erieny fore
4 silenced their guns, _
Gompang B's 1lgsses inmpired & new fighting spirit in the men of the other

ok A

mpapies, and during the five remaining daysof Concordia Square, over 190
#EY #oldiers vore killed in enbishesand ofher night eontact, Additionally, '
‘pﬁgvgg&l weapons weore captured, |
.8 th 17th of May, the bettalion returped to their eriginal homs in I corps
Ians, end lewchediob Stuart HI, sgalp under Oay contrel, The enemy,since [
eir gefent ot Ghurchville had been trying to yggatnhl;pg a major force in the
b Sbusrt avess | Thei:-: dey to mecsse 88 the sbility 49 feed their trocps ,
‘b picg gatheved 19991;13- It had been roported that the previgus yoar the #me ;
Wy ged expardence no difficulties in dquiring fgpqswff suffdeiont for their |
ds fom the local fanmera through either eoresign or eomplicity, The misefen
gge g/g wag to deny the enemy this ri

From Mey until the end of July the oompesg 8 'eriéé*e' d Quang Tri Prove
¢ in ..,m,zf*me ond methodical gearches fop the yiea, axd ,ba;z rgee wes found

L e

¢ point 4t vas redistributed to the lsmé poau;atiep in ppall, frequent ols
monts fuffeciont fortheir neds,

wag adps }ift,gsi to p central storage point in the ity of Hal Lang From

\ |
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Iﬂ'%ﬁi; .manner were large guantities of rice, sufficientto feed a large body

of insuxrectioniste, that deniedthe enemy. In addition to achieving conirc
of the.rice, the 2/5 moved to interdict the transportation routes used by Lo
enemy.. Each night & meny as twelve .ambush positions were estabiiched wo cubel
tham 1n the act. The emeny was also using the hundreds of waterways in the
area to move the contraband rice at night," buth this operation was severly
y?@ppexegipycnight-helecopter hunter-killer teams pomposed of the hunter, a
.fige}-eliek,xlow flying , carrying troops with steg;ight sgopes mounted on their
-hjh16’s@uhe marked the targets with tracer for the‘killer, the husy cobra gun-
-‘ahip,: 4°thirdbird,a flareship, would light up the erea on call leaving the enemy
”in a posture not unlike that of the mechanical animals bobbing across the tar—
get in carnival shooting galleries.

The eneﬁy was 8till in the area, but beceuse of the riee denial and supply
interdiction operations, the enemy {8 nemvors were small and their effictive-
ness minimum. Contact was almoet'exclueively restricted to exchanzes of small

mse fire as the companies searched and cleared tho local villages and hamlets,
The enemy made wxtensive use, however of booby traps, and incidents occured
almost daily during the last part of May. Nevertheless' the companies were mere-—
ly deleyed by this action, and the eneny, thriogh his use of the booby traps,
had marked his poaifion and that of his caches.

‘ Rice harvest scason came to a climex around the second week in July. and
the results of ths fice denial mission were shown clearly in records of the
Popular Forces in Hae Lang who conirolled the rice, The year previous the en-
emy had controlled the entire harvest This year, 4500 of the 5000 tons of
rice harvested were accounted for,

The meticuloue search and clear operations -along with the rice deniul and
supply interdiction caused the bulk of the remeining eneny to retreat_to their
rtorecge points hidden in the Annimite mounteins, The largestof thece arees
~-& Base Area 113, situatedin the rugged and dense portion of the mougtain SW of
Cemp Evans, Bn July 20, the Bn. movedto Base Area 114. |
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Light weight LRRP rations were substitut%d for the heavier canned C-rations. ;-;/” ._
Lighter! more flexible, undhaying beon given tho capobility of surviving witn- i
&:. coi}lpromisiltlg tlieir locutilon.a, the troopers of the 2/5 got into full swing.
';ﬁ Thc aearching operations contlnuedinto Sept, and the findings grew lar-
ger daily. Co. A mado the 1argeat 91ngle discovery of heavy weapons, mcrtars,
machine guns, recoilless fifles, anti-aireraft guns, and rccket lauvnchers, in
the history of the 2/5, Co. B fouﬁd enough ammunition to svpply an NVA bat-

talion for several weeks; Co. C found and destroyod the rcar area of a reg=-

-&mept&l'qqmmnnd post, and Co, D discovered two enemy supply camps and a small

h&ép&tdi;“fLéso, the main‘liné of wire cormunication from an NVA regiment to a
dlvision in the A Shau Valley was found and destroyed.

E In. the middle of Sept., LTC Mﬂladouitz expanded the operations by gaining
éoﬁﬁrol of & larger arca of responsibility and establishing a task control of a
laxgéf:eréa;eff'force.command post under the control of the battalion X0, Maj
-Edwu;d Valence, at LZ Carroll.. "Tﬁo fire support.bases, one at LZ Maureen and the.

.ler at LZ Miguel, were also estgbllshed. The weather however, began to

‘tighten #ts grip, and with cielings dropping to almost zero and hecavy £ains, the

fn@ssion in the base area 114 had to be curtailed. Despite the change of plens,

the successes proved to be bery rough on the enemy. It would take them a long

3t1ﬁe‘to regroup their losses.

'onlr-émile from QL 1, L2 Nancy¥had“beén thus situated to avoid having a long

On the 27th of Sept. the battalion began the return to its original AO as

t@p battalion rear began pfeparations for its own nove to a new LZ about fonn

milea'ayaytfrom LZ Janc, The npew Lz, Nancy, was %&lso north of camp evans and

|
acceas road which would bo subjﬁgt to flooding, a major problem which had faced k
B .

LZ Jane since the oneot of the;@p&ps. ‘The perimeter defenso of Naney was the

!

responbibility of the 2/5. A base &efense S0P was enacted, and during the_Z/S'S
' irergygy as Nanoy not a single mortar round fell into its perincter. !
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ﬁg; the oldtimers, this move was like coming home. In addition to the

defense comuittment at:Nancy, 2/5 troopers found themselves securing old

aunts nicknamed North and South Bridges and the Alamo, the last being a coir
pound adjacent to the Hoi Llang District Headquarters. Additionally the En.

wes responsibie £or search and clear ﬂlSBlOﬁB in the arca surrounking Nancy,
including what had alhost become their second home, Churchviilz,. The mission was
daprivation of frecdom of movement from the enemy in order to curtail recruting
and supply activities in the area. . Felling again that the old tactics could be
improved upon, LIC Malasowitz end Maj. Valence devised several innovations, the
ﬁéét eudasious yet successful of these was a two company night blitzrieg cor-
}don followed by a first light sweep of the billage by Skytroopers agumented by &
" platoon of National Police.

It was & dramantic sight as twenty-four helicopters swept ihto LZ Nancy «t G100
"in the morning and plucked the first lifts of A and C companics off the P2 e,
.Intelligence reports had indicated that the local VC moved out of the villes

around 0300 every morning and &s the two companies touched down on their six

separate landing zones, they hoped that their prey were still slecping peaceful-

'n'ly; Withiﬁ two minutes the entire village wes surrounded, the cordon oomolote.
The tactbc was used twice with unquestionable succoss, |
' 7 eneny killed es they tried to floe through the cordon, 12 captured in thoir
concealed bunkers in which they attempbed to hide, and four tons of rice lib-
erated.

The 2/5 continued routine opcrations in the LZ Yancy area, the only hecvy
contact coming when Co. A routed an NVA battalien from thelr base camp in the
foothills west of Nancy. Tho enemy had no i1l tO fight, though, and as a
Cheu Hoi jed Co. A into their leir, they fled, leaving only delaying foroes
behind; _ |

In the early part of Noveooer the 2/5 reckived & varning order to prepcre

for a move south. About 4 week carlier the division minus and the 3rd Brigade

had departed slightly NW of Saigece
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On‘ﬂrﬁgﬁk the bnttnlion departed LZ Nuncy, par% by air, the remainder by loa,

:ifor them nev home at Phoue Vinh, III Corps.
: Phouo Vinh is loceted 52 miles north of Saigon in tho heert of the III
¥corpa CTZ flat jungle and rubber ‘comntry. The division hsedquarters, fho ”ﬁﬁ
?Blackhoree Brigade, the 2/5 made thisthoir now home. The last elements of the
.bnttalionrarrivOd at: Phuoc ‘Binh on the 12th of Nov., and immediately began their
misaion of providing securi&y Bor the ‘installation by conducting search and
cIear pat.rola in the oontig\wtw countryaide. Uhile the companies swept the ’
exterior ot tha baae, exhuuative offorts uare emplotod to fortify her periraten
' derenaes. The operational control of the 2/im"ployed to fortify her and
| assumed by Divisibn Artillery, and for the femainder of Nov. the companics
'ﬁ‘cqntinued their scarch missions with. scnttered contact.
pn Dec. 18t,. LTG Malasowltz received en order to move a 2 company task
force into the 3rd Brigade AO for a combat mission that lasted for the first 3
weecks of Dec. On the afternoon of Dec. 1st, the battalion forward CP wag oper=
ting near, an isolated Special Forces Gamp in Dong Xoai. Companies & and B com=
binad into one force’ and air assaulted into the trecherous jungle whore no U5
forcea had enteredfor over 3years. - Opcrations begen imnediately, aend the bat-
talion- CP‘was located at L2 Odessa and base defense was taken up by Co. E,
This particular region was @& auspccted strong hold for several NVA units, and
Cav: units that were alrecady oparating ncarby reported heaby resistance fron
well equiped and highly motivated ‘comrunist aoldiers. Cpt. Jim Mace of Co. A
: told his men’ that"Gooks are in season,..gat em", They did.
For 14 dnys the Cuvalrymen fought rcging battles with the enemy who were
| outnumhered and found themselveq in very hazardous eituations because the enemy
had worked the territory uithout interference for years.
LIC Maladouiuz planned counter attacks using several sorties of B52 heavy
bombers, tactical air strikes from Air Force Phamtom Jots, snd Army helicopter

gunshipa, end when the amoke cleared, he ordered the two companies to return to

thg.scenc. Brief contacts lingered om, but tho enemy was severely hurt by the e
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aériul pounding, .ang éévefai bodies and parts 6f.bodies were fdundlin the rub.
9bi§;..0n Dec. 10, Cpt. wayne'fortéf of B company discovered the payoff; an
incgédible cache of rockets, héuvy‘WGapons ammunifion and small arms smmo in
additiéhrto explogives, rations, clothing, medical suppliea—an&'sevcral dosen
bidiélé&lthat were ﬁsodt6 carry goods from the nearby Ca@bodian corder, - Fpr
fwé days ihe nen clearedthe area wifﬁout & sign of the onery,
Gompgn&rc experienced contact wﬁth € portion of thg remeining enerw'forcé,
 but it ﬁns Ee;y obvious that fhey_had lost the grip‘they once had on the% pape~
ticular bitof real estate, and on the 19th of Dec., Co., C moved to Quan Loi
to aésist the 2nd Bn. 7th Cav. in their operations with“;ha_jrd Erigade. On
23 Dec. Co. B repliced Co. B 1/5 Cav at Phouo V1inh,
The 2nd Bn, 5th Cav. elesed the remainder of 1948 vith negative encmy con-
tact as they continued to secure Phoue Vinh, It hag been a good ye:

er for then,

and a very bag year for the eneny they had opposed in so many places during so

nany various missiong and operations in the Republic of Vietnam, The war was

not over though, ang although there was relative caln, LTC Maladowitz propha-

‘sized that 1t could be the 1ull before'the.storm. Perhaps he yag righﬁ,_but

only time will tell,

]
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